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    or 
    Baptism?
What’s right
for you?
Introduction
Chances are, if you’re reading this it’s because you’ve had a baby and want to celebrate his or her arrival with your family and friends in church. That’s great news and we’re delighted to be sharing in the celebration with you.
At Belhelvie Church we offer two complementary but different services to mark the arrival of a child – a service of Thanksgiving and Blessing and a service of Baptism. 

Hopefully as you read on it’ll become clear which is the right choice for you.
Blessing or Baptism?
It’s often the case that folk who aren’t involved with a local congregation still want to have their little ones welcomed in church, almost as a rite of passage. There is something special about gathering together to celebrate a baby’s safe arrival, and asking God’s blessing on them and the family as they grow.

If this is what you are hoping for from the day, and you don’t intend to have any longer-term involvement with the church, then a service of Thanksgiving and Blessing is probably the right choice for you. 
You don’t need to be a person of faith or to take religious vows – your only promises will be about loving and caring for your child. No formal preparation is required – the minister will just meet with you once to get to know you a little before the day. 

The form of the ceremony can vary, but towards the end of the service your family will be invited up to the front, the minister will take your child in his arms, say a blessing, and offer a prayer for you all. 

Baptism is for those parents who are already committed to the church through membership or regular attendance, or who want to take the opportunity to think things through in more depth. 

In a service of baptism, parents (one or both) are required to take vows relating to their own faith and their intention to raise the child within the church family. Both vows assume an on-going involvement with the church for yourselves and your child.
If you’re already committed in your faith, or want to think seriously about it and become more involved with the church, then baptism is probably the better option for you.
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By way of preparation, the minister will meet with you three times to chat with you about what you believe and why; it’s a good chance to lob in all those difficult questions you’ve been storing up for years! 
It’s also a good chance for you and your partner to discuss things together and think about your aspirations for yourselves and your child. If, at the end of that time, both you and the minister feel you can take your vows with integrity, then we can arrange a date for the baptism. 
Sometimes parents complete the three meetings and decide they want to wait, or explore things in more depth before taking the plunge. The next step in that case is usually some kind of small-group meeting like the Alpha course or Discovering Christianity which run throughout the year. One couple a few years ago held off having their child baptised and a year later all three were baptised in the same service!

So in summary:
IF you just want a one-off ceremony and don’t see yourself being around the church in the long term, then Thanksgiving and Blessing is for you

IF you are already committed, or want to find out more and intend being around the church, then Baptism is for you.
If in doubt, please be in touch with the minister – it’s important that we make the right choice together.

As stated above, baptism assumes a faith commitment on the part of at least one of the parents, and assumes a longer term involvement with the church. With that in mind, it’s worth explaining a little more about the sacrament and how it began. So for those who are interested, here’s the what, why, who, where and when of baptism!
WHAT is Baptism?
Baptism is a ritual that the Church has been performing for thousands of years, a ritual where a child or an adult is washed with water as a symbol of our cleansing by Jesus.

Different churches perform this ceremony, or ‘sacrament’ in different ways  but almost all of the mainline Christian churches conduct baptism of some kind on a regular basis.

Baptism isn’t a naming ceremony and it shouldn’t be something you do because granny’s putting the pressure on! Nor is there any “magic” about baptism: the old wives’ tale that says “they aye do better when they’ve been done” just isn’t true!
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What helps your kids do better is the example you set them in life; and that’s why the church asks you to promise, with God’s help, to be a good example to them, and help them grow up with an understanding of the faith they’ve been baptised into. But more of that later……

So if baptism doesn’t turn our kids into angels, give them a name, or simply keep granny happy, then WHY BOTHER?

WHY Baptism?

Historically, the Church has baptised children and adults for two reasons

•
To follow Jesus’ example, when he was baptised by John in the River Jordan.

•
To follow Jesus’ last instructions to his followers: “Go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.”.
But what does all this really mean for us today?

When we baptise someone, we’re welcoming them into the world-wide Christian family. We’re saying that the story of Christianity, the story of God’s care and compassion for all his people, is a story that is relevant to them.

The Bible teaches that each one of us needs God’s forgiveness for the wrong things we’ve done, or will do, during our lives. In that sense, we all need to be cleansed from our sin.

That cleansing came through Jesus, God’s Son, who lived among us as a human being. In sharing our humanity, Jesus proved that God was on our side, despite our failings. And by offering up his life to make amends for the wrong we’d done, Jesus was giving each of us the hope of new life and a fresh start: the promise of God’s love and friendship.

In baptism, then, we’re making particular, what God has done for the whole world. We’re saying that the forgiveness and love and friendship which Jesus won for everyone, is the particular gift God offers to those who are presented (or present themselves) for baptism.

And it’s God’s desire, and our prayer, that in the fullness of time the person who’s been baptised will come to understand the significance of the promise God made to them in baptism, and find in God, and in his Church, a place of welcome, support and strength for living.
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WHO can be Baptised?
To have your child baptised here, you should either be a member of the congregation, or live within the Parish Boundaries. If neither of these is the case, speak to the minister and he’ll be able to advise you.
As minister of Belhelvie, it’s my personal conviction that a child should be baptised into the church community which will love it and nurture it in the faith, i.e. their local congregation. For that reason, I don’t encourage the practice of folk living well outwith our parish returning here for baptism, even if there are strong family reasons for wanting to do so.  
During the baptismal ceremony, the parents will be asked three questions:

1.
Do you wish your child to learn about Jesus Christ, to know his forgiveness, to share his love and follow in his way?

2.
Do you believe in one God, the Father of us all, who came to live among us in Jesus Christ the Son, and who is present with us now in the Holy Spirit?

3.
And do you promise to bring your child to Church as God enables you and with his help, so that he/she can hear the good news of the Gospel and grow in the love of God and in the service of other people?

(Similar questions will be asked of adults who want to be baptised).
These questions should be answered by the parents, or by a single-parent, or by only one of the parents if the other feels unable to make this commitment. If you choose to have godparents, they don’t have to answer any questions, but are there to offer you help and support on the day and beyond.

During the baptism, the congregation will be asked to stand and pledge themselves to make the church a warm and welcoming place for your child. To seal this promise, we often sing a short hymn called the Aaronic blessing, which has been sung for thousands of years. This is often a very special moment for everyone.
WHERE can we get our baby Baptised?
Except in very unusual circumstances, baptism is performed during a normal Sunday service when the congregation are gathered for worship, and not in private homes. This highlights the fact that your child is being welcomed into the church family, and will always find a welcome there.

Where a child is severely ill, or confined to hospital, it is possible to make arrangements for a private service. Please contact the minister for further details.

WHEN can we arrange the Baptism?
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If you’d like to take things further, we normally arrange a short series of meetings to help you understand what baptism’s all about. These can take place anywhere, including your home if that makes things easier for you. That way you get to know us better, and when you come to make your promises on the big day, you’ll be able to do it with confidence and understanding, and among friends, not strangers.

Baptism takes place in the usual Sunday morning service which starts at 11am, so leave yourself plenty of time to get to church (try and be there for 10:45 at the latest). Children from aged 3 upwards are invited to go to the Sunday School in the Forsyth Hall which starts earlier at 10:45. You may like to let your guests know about this.

It’s a good idea to make sure you (and your friends) know how to get to the church before the day. It’s also a good idea to visit beforehand so you feel comfortable with what goes on in the church from week to week. You’ll find a warm welcome.

WHAT happens?

You should stay in the church for the duration of the service, but if you feel your wee one(s) are getting a bit noisy, feel free to slip out at the back of the church for a break.

Towards the end of the service, the children come back into the church from Sunday School during the singing of a hymn, and that’s your cue to come up to the front pew of the church for the baptism. There are usually a lot of kids so best wait ‘til they all get in before making your way up.

The minister will say a few words of welcome, conduct the baptism and then invite you, and the congregation, to take your vows. After that, the congregation sing a blessing, and we invite you to walk up one aisle and down the other during the song so that the congregation can see the baby and make him/her welcome. After a prayer for your family, and a closing hymn and benediction, the service is over. 

We hope you enjoy your day with us and know that you’ll always be made welcome at Belhelvie.

Rev Paul McKeown: 01358742227, pmckeown1@btconnect.com
Questionnaire for Discussion
	1) My upbringing was…

a) Very religious

b) Moderately religious

c) Minimally religious

d) Not religious

2) If asked, I’d probably describe myself as 

a) Christian

b) Spiritual

c) Agnostic

d) Atheist

3) My experience of church has been:

a) Very positive

b) Mostly good

c) Generally uninspiring

d) No experience to draw on

4) I think of God primarily as 

a) An impersonal force

b) A powerful being

c) A father

d) Something other

5) I have been aware of the presence of God

a) Frequently

b) Sometimes

c) Rarely

d) Never
	6) The Bible is 

a) 100% true and above question

b) Inspired by God, but open to question

c) Just another book, though an exceptional one

d) A collection of tall tales of interest only to the faithful

7) I pray

a) Frequently

b) Sometimes

c) Rarely

d) Never

8) “Science has done away with the need for faith”

a) Strongly agree

b) Largely agree

c) Largely disagree

d) Strongly disagree

9) To me, faith is 

a) Crucial

b) Meaningful

c) Of limited interest

d) Simply not relevant

10) Jesus was/is

a) God with us in human form

b) A great moral teacher

c) Just a good man

d) Not a historical figure
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